PROGRAM REVIEW – CURRICULUM REVIEW
2015-16

Political Science
Courses with CID Designation
Course Name
PSCI G100
PSCI G110
PSCI G150
PSCI G180
PSCI G180H
PSCI G185

CID #
POLS 150
POLS 140
POLS 120
POLS 110
POLS 110
POLS 130

CID Name
Introduction to Political Science
Introduction to International Relations
Introduction to Political Theory and Thought
Introduction to American Government and Politics
Introduction to American Government and Politics
Introduction to Comparative Government and Politics

COR Effective Term
F2011
F2015
F2015
S2012
F2011
S2012

Dual Listed Courses
Course Name
PSCI G150

Dual Listed
PHIL G150

List of Active Courses offered or not offered in the last 3 years
Course Name
PSCI G100
PSCI G101
PSCI G110
PSCI G130
PSCI G150
PSCI G180
PSCI G185

Summer

X

2012-2013
Fall
Spring
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Summer

X
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2013-2014
Fall
Spring
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Summer

X

2014-2015
Fall
Spring
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
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PROGRAM REVIEW – SLO ASSESSMENTS
2015-16

Political Science
*Assessment status reflects assessments between Fall 2013 through Summer 2015

Assessment status for courses with active cSLOs
Course Name
PSCI G100
PSCI G101
PSCI G110
PSCI G130
PSCI G150
PSCI G180
PSCI G185

# of cSLOs
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

# of cSLOs Assessed
3
3
0
1
1
3
3

Status
↑
↑
↓
↔
↔
↑
↑

↑
↔
↓

Fully assessed
Partially assessed
No assessment

Courses with cSLOs that still need to be assessed
Course Name

cSLO #

PSCI G110

cSLO 1

PSCI G110
PSCI G110

cSLO 2
cSLO 3

PSCI G130

cSLO 1

PSCI G130

cSLO 3

PSCI G150

cSLO 2

PSCI G150

cSLO 3

cSLO
Analyze and evaluate key topics such as globalization, conflict, cooperation, diplomacy, international
law, human rights, and international political economy.
Explain international relations theories and apply relevant theoretical concepts to events.
Describe the roles of various levels of governmental and non-governmental actors.
Explain the rights and liberties of individuals as articulated in the U.S. Constitution and federal court
decisions.
Analyze whether a state action is constitutional, according to existing precedent.
Analyze the different assumptions and values about human nature and reality embedded in each body
of theory and examine the way these starting premises shape the question asked and conclusions
reached.
Evaluate the usefulness of each body of theory towards a better and more comprehensive
understanding of political life and political institutions.

Courses Assessed and their Action Plans
Course Name

cSLO #

Semester
Assessed
2014 - 2015
(Fall 2014)
2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G100

cSLO 1

PSCI G100

cSLO 1

PSCI G100

cSLO 2

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G100

cSLO 3

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

Action Plans
This course is only offered in the Fall Semester. Fall 2015 course should assess
SLO #2.
1. I will employ more in-class discussions and exercises directed to the core
principles where student assessment outcomes were below the set SLO
standards.2. I plan to increase online review exercises and assignments to foster
critical reasoning and student learning skills, whose focus is to improve objective
knowledge assessments.
1. I will employ more in-class discussions and exercises directed to the core
principles where student assessment outcomes were below the set SLO
standards.2. I plan to increase online review exercises and assignments to foster
critical reasoning and student learning skills, whose focus is to improve objective
knowledge assessments.
1. I will employ more in-class discussions and exercises directed to the core
principles where student assessment outcomes were below the set SLO
standards.2. I plan to increase online review exercises and assignments to foster
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Courses Assessed and their Action Plans
Course Name

cSLO #

Semester
Assessed

PSCI G101

cSLO 1

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G101

cSLO 1

2014 - 2015
(Spring 2015)

PSCI G101

cSLO 2

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G101

cSLO 3

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G110

cSLO 1
*Historical*

2014 - 2015
(Fall 2014)

PSCI G110

cSLO 1
*Historical*

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G110

cSLO 2
*Historical*

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G110

cSLO 3
*Historical*

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G130

cSLO 2

2014 - 2015
(Spring 2015)

PSCI G150

cSLO 1

2014 - 2015
(Fall 2014)

PSCI G150

cSLO 1

2013 - 2014
(Spring 2014)

Action Plans
critical reasoning and student learning skills, whose focus is to improve objective
knowledge assessments.
1) To utilize an updated textbook with various supplemental readings. 2) To
provide students with a clear expectation of essay exam answers. After exam 1
students were provided with a writing guideline. Plan is to include this in the
syllabus. 3) Schedule an in-person orientation with a follow-up Blackboard quiz.
This would insure student accountability and establish a preliminary greeting in
order to clearly lay out course expectations. 4) Refer students to the Help desk
for technology support and access.
Consider with PSCI faculty ways to address low retention rates. This course may
become part of a AA/AAT in Global Studies. This may improve retention.
Consider offering this course as a hybrid.
1) To utilize an updated textbook with various supplemental readings. 2) To
provide students with a clear expectation of essay exam answers. After exam 1
students were provided with a writing guideline. Plan is to include this in the
syllabus. 3) Schedule an in-person orientation with a follow-up Blackboard quiz.
This would insure student accountability and establish a preliminary greeting in
order to clearly lay out course expectations. 4) Refer students to the Help desk
for technology support and access.
1) To utilize an updated textbook with various supplemental readings. 2) To
provide students with a clear expectation of essay exam answers. After exam 1
students were provided with a writing guideline. Plan is to include this in the
syllabus. 3) Schedule an in-person orientation with a follow-up Blackboard quiz.
This would insure student accountability and establish a preliminary greeting in
order to clearly lay out course expectations. 4) Refer students to the Help desk
for technology support and access.
As this is an online course it is difficult to engage those students that do not
complete assigned tasks. For those students who completed the questions, the
results were satisfactory. For this SLO, the current methodology seems to be
effective.
In the future, the instructor will require that the student present the paper
verbally to the class and be prepared to answer questions to make the results
more complete. Continued assessments will analyze additional SLO’s.
In the future, the instructor will require that the student present the paper
verbally to the class and be prepared to answer questions to make the results
more complete. Continued assessments will analyze additional SLO’s.
In the future, the instructor will require that the student present the paper
verbally to the class and be prepared to answer questions to make the results
more complete. Continued assessments will analyze additional SLO’s.
I think the data shows that this SLO is a difficult one for students to initially
grasp. Future planning should continue to ensure it is one that is covered and
discussed multiple times throughout the course.
I am happy with how the students performed, but I would like to give the
students different types of assessment on this topic in the future to push them
further and require them to apply their knowledge rather than just be assessed
on it, like through a presentation relating a philosopher to a contemporary issue.
I am happy with how the students performed, but I would like to give the
students different types of assessment on this topic in the future to push them
further and require them to apply their knowledge rather than just be assessed
on it, like through a presentation relating a philosopher to a contemporary issue.
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Courses Assessed and their Action Plans
Course Name

cSLO #

Semester
Assessed
2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G180

cSLO 1

PSCI G180

cSLO 1

2013 - 2014
(Spring 2014)

PSCI G180

cSLO 2

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

PSCI G180

cSLO 2

2014 - 2015
(Fall 2014)

PSCI G180

cSLO 3

2013 - 2014
(Fall 2013)

Action Plans
This is a required course for the AA-T and is a Cal-State US Constitution
requirement. SLO Assessment is made difficult with the increasing number of
students each faculty member is responsible for. LCF – Note that ALL sections of
this course are offered at Large Class Factor. Administration continues to
increase the number of students in these course sections. This is very
problematic as Student Success rates are known to be low in LCF settings AND
there aren’t alternative delivery methods for students to choose from. While
there isn’t specific data, there is some relevance/correlation between an
increase in this semester’s success rates and an increase in support for LCF
sections. Political Science faculty will continue to discuss issues relevant to this
course. In particular, faculty should discuss the reading/writing level of students.
English 100 is neither recommended nor required .This course will be mapped to
the Program SLOs.
This is a required course for the AA-T and is a Cal-State US Constitution
requirement Note that ALL sections of this course are offered at Large Class
Factor. Political Science faculty will continue to discuss issues relevant to this
course.
This is a required course for the AA-T and is a Cal-State US Constitution
requirement. SLO Assessment is made difficult with the increasing number of
students each faculty member is responsible for. LCF – Note that ALL sections of
this course are offered at Large Class Factor. Administration continues to
increase the number of students in these course sections. This is very
problematic as Student Success rates are known to be low in LCF settings AND
there aren’t alternative delivery methods for students to choose from. While
there isn’t specific data, there is some relevance/correlation between an
increase in this semester’s success rates and an increase in support for LCF
sections. Political Science faculty will continue to discuss issues relevant to this
course. In particular, faculty should discuss the reading/writing level of students.
English 100 is neither recommended nor required. This course will be mapped to
the Program SLOs.
PSCI faculty continue to discuss concerns related to this course’s SLOs; namely:1)
defining terms such as “success” – faculty have determined “success” will be a
70% score or above;2) reliability - problems with accumulating and summarizing
data - TBD3) validity - methods for assessing SLOs – faculty feel as though
written, essay questions might produce more valid results, but this cannot be
done for all 3 SLOs given the class size.4) the creation of a 4th SLO that
addresses political interest groups, the media and political parties-TBD. Faculty
wish to address concerns 2 and 3 previously stated BEFORE adding a 4th SLO.
This course is a requirement for students transferring to CSU. GWC Political
Science faculty are concerned that 1) students are not learning the required
knowledge base and skill set; 2) students are cheating in online sections; 3) this
course’s articulation may be in jeopardy; and 4) this LCF class may not satisfy
Title V Distance Education requirements. Recommendations:1) Administration
must provide onsite testing for online students2) Administration must provide
more support for LCF students/faculty3) Administration must reduce class size.
This is a required course for the AA-T and is a Cal-State US Constitution
requirement. SLO Assessment is made difficult with the increasing number of
students each faculty member is responsible for. LCF – Note that ALL sections of
this course are offered at Large ClassFactor. Administration continues to
increase the number of students in these course sections. This is very
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Courses Assessed and their Action Plans
Course Name

cSLO #

Semester
Assessed

PSCI G180

cSLO 3

2014 - 2015
(Spring 2015)

PSCI G185

cSLO 1

PSCI G185

cSLO 1

2013 - 2014
(Spring 2014)
2014 - 2015
(Spring 2015)

PSCI G185

cSLO 2

PSCI G185

cSLO 3

2013 - 2014
(Spring 2014)
2013 - 2014
(Spring 2014)

Action Plans
problematic as Student Success rates are known to be low in LCF settings AND
there aren’t alternative delivery methods for students to choose from. While
there isn’t specific data, there is some relevance/correlation between an
increase in this semester’s success rates and an increase in support for LCF
sections. Political Science faculty will continue to discuss issues relevant to this
course. In particular, faculty should discuss the reading/writing level of students.
English 100 is neither recommended nor required. This course will be mapped to
the Program SLOs.
Checking the statewide course descriptor, a 4th SLO concerning California
politics should be considered by faculty. Faculty need to discuss problems of
grade inflation. The size of these classes continues to be an issue. Students with
poor writing skills must have more support. GWC needs to offer a full drop-in
Writing Center. A testing center must be a priority so students who legitimately
miss an exam are not unjustly penalized. Moreover, online students’ objective
test scores are much higher than on campus students’ objective test scores.
Research shows that this is NOT due to the ability to check notes, but rather due
to cheating. PSCI will be requiring on site testing (or online proctored testing)
starting with all final exams. An analysis of proctored v. non-proctored exams
will be conducted. The college needs to provide on-site testing facility.
1. Additional attention will be paid to discussing the specific role of the state.
Base on general observation and subsequent assignments, I suspect the results
of this data would have been higher near the end of the semester. The concepts
covered in this SLO are threaded through many parts of the course and some
students benefit from the repetition and time to allow these concepts to sink in.
1. Additional attention will be paid to discussing the specific role of the state.
1. Additional attention will be paid to discussing the specific role of the state.
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